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You may say
Sharing is the new owning. With the emer-

gence of the sharing economy it seems the 

unbridled desire for ownership is nearing 

its end. If you look at it from an idealistic 

point of view then John Lennon’s vision will 

soon become reality: 

Imagine no possessions

I wonder if you can

No need for greed or hunger

A brotherhood of man

Imagine all the people

Sharing all the world...

Looking at the degree of media coverage of 

the sharing economy – with the growth of 

platforms such as Airbnb and Peerby – you 

might think we’ve already arrived at the 

end of an era of wanting to have ownership 

of everything, as we usher in an era of shar-

ing, sometimes for a small fee.

But there is a difference, for example, be-

tween using a (cheap) vacation accommo-

dation through Airbnb and actually lending 

your own house out to strangers, or loaning 

your drill to a handyman you don’t know.

Because if you look at the number of people 

who actually lend things to strangers, only 

a small percentage – about 5 percent – of 

the Dutch do this. If we lend out our pos-

session we prefer to do this with acquaint-

ances, family, housemates and neighbours.

There’s nothing wrong with that. Sharing 

with people you know reins in the non-

stop growth of the amount of things in the 

world. It’s a start, and you may say I’m a 

dreamer, but I am not the only one…

Wieneke Gunneweg, 
Editor-in-chief of Erasmus Magazine
gunneweg@em.eur.nl
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Horse on 
campus

Elisabeth Geluk is a 
Dutch equestrian who 
competes in many na-
tional and international 
dressage competitions. 
She is also a master’s 
student at Erasmus 
School of Law (ESL). On 
Monday 18 January, she 
and her horse Sama-
ranch visited the Woud-
estein campus, even 
though it was a cold 
day. They came all the 
way from the stable in 
Zeeland in order to pose 
on campus for the EUR 
Facebook campaign. In 
this campaign, stu-
dents, staff and alumni 
are featured on the 
Erasmus University 
Facebook page. 
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Over the past few 
years the academic 
world has been treat-
ed to a series of cut-
backs and reorgani-
sations, students los-
ing their student 
grants, and rising 
rents for rooms in 
spite of the housing 
market crisis. But it 
finally looks like 
things are turning 
around. For a change 
there will be more 
loot to be shared out 
in 2016. 

The New Year marked the tran-
sition to a new President of 
the Executive Board, Kristel 
Baele, who had the opportu-
nity to address the academic 
community during the New 
Year’s reception on 6 January. 
She came bearing good news. 
In the coming year there is 
four million euro extra avail-
able on a structural basis 
for education, lecturers and 
support. Of course, the extra 
funds come from one’s own 
pocket: the funds are advanc-
es on the money saved by the 
government as a result of abol-
ishing the basic grant. But the 
fact that the savings hadn’t 
already been creamed off by 
the State to use for some oth-
er purpose is still a break with 
past trends.
Someone in the Erasmus 
community who succeeded 
in obtaining a substantial 
grant last month is professor 
Stijn Reijnders. His research 
into film tourism brought in 
a European grant worth al-
most two million. And no, 
that doesn’t mean trips to the 
Lord of the Rings setting in 
New Zealand. Together with 
four doctoral candidates and 
a postdoctoral researcher, 

Reijnders will focus on a com-
parative study of film tourism 
in South Korea, India, Jamaica, 
England, and Nigeria. Nigeria’s 
film industry, or Nollywood, is 
the largest in Africa. 
The university itself loosened 
the purse strings for extra 
interdisciplinary research: 
over eight million for seven 
research projects with each 
project receiving between 
400,000 and 800,000 from the 
Executive Board, as well as 
a comparable amount from 
the relevant faculties or insti-
tutes. What are these projects 

exactly? Some of the subjects 
include research into sport 
and national identity at the 
ESHCC, the decentralisation 
of welfare states (Faculty of 
Social Sciences), and the de-
politicisation of Europe (joint 
research involving four facul-
ties).
It was recently revealed that 
in 2013, Dutch universities 
together had collected 1.3 
billion from external clients. 
That is a quarter of their total 
income. Among all the uni-
versities Utrecht brought in 
the most while Wageningen 
came out on top when looking 
at the amount per researcher. 
EUR and Erasmus MC brought 
in 112 million euro, putting 
the Rotterdam-based insti-
tutions in the middle of the 
pack. Given the university’s 
lofty ambition to be one of the 
top European universities by 
2018, this result needs to be 
improved and we are assuming 
that this number will rise sig-
nificantly in the coming years.
Another figure that is un-
doubtedly set to increase is the 
fee for master’s programmes. 

The seven fat years are on the way

→ President of the Executive Board, Kristel Baele, during the New Year 
reception. (Photo: Levien Willemse)

→ Film tourism in New Zealand: the hobbit house from Lord of the Rings. 
(Photo: Jeff Hitchcock) 

1) Film tourism in New Zealand: the hobbit house from Lord of the Rings. Photo: Jeff Hitchcock 
2) President of the Executive Board, Kristel Baele, during the New Year reception. 
3) As well as noodle soup, Sohmi also sells Vietnamese bánh mì sandwiches. 
4) One in twelve Rotterdam residents has a student loan debt.
5) The homeless were given pancakes with ice cream for dessert. 
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Where, for example, a univer-
sity of technology charges the 
regular fee for a second mas-
ter’s degree, costs at other 
universities run up to 20,000 
euro per year. It’s worth ex-
ploring your options: Utrecht, 
for example, has lowered its 
fee while in Amsterdam the 
tuition fee for arts and human-
ities master’s programmes 
has risen by 3,000 euro. In 
these lists Rotterdam can 
also be found somewhere in  
the middle. 

Food Plaza is the place to go to 
increase the debt on your stu-
dent loan even more. Where 
in the past a simple sandwich 
was enough, students now 
stuff themselves with fancy 
toasted ham and cheese sand-
wiches, chicken sate and ke-
bab rolls. Of course all of this is 
followed by a much too expen-
sive and rich Strawberries & 
Cream Frappuccino Blended 
Cream coffee from the local 
coffee shop nearby. As of 1 
January the range of products 
has been expanded yet again 
with the addition of Sohmi, an 
Asian street-food restaurant. 
A restaurant, it should be not-
ed, that bears a suspiciously 
strong resemblance to its 
predecessor Frozz en Oodlz. It 
will be interesting to see if stu-

dents are willing to open their 
wallets for a noodle soup this 
time around. There were the 
inevitable complaints about 
the lack of vegan options 
as soon as Sohmi opened its 
doors: why does the soup have 
to be made using meat stock 
instead of vegetable stock?
But if anyone really has some-
thing to complain about re-
garding food (and money), 
it’s Rotterdam’s homeless 
population. To do something 
about this, the student asso-
ciation Laurentius organised 
a post-Christmas dinner in 
early January for the residents 
of Havenzicht in Kralingen, a 
night-time shelter and nurs-
ing care centre for the home-
less. There are no vegan op-
tions here either, but visitors 
do get vegetable soup with 
meatballs, rolled roast beef 
with risotto, and pancakes 
with vanilla ice-cream and 
chocolate sauce. The home-
less thoroughly enjoyed the 
meal and the students also 
had a great evening. By organ-
ising this dinner they want-
ed to ‘give something back to 
the neighbourhood’. Because, 
as committee member Léon 
Vervooren put it: “let’s be hon-
est about it – most students 
have it relatively good com-
pared to the homeless”. 

→ The homeless were given panca-
kes with ice cream for dessert. 
(Photo: Sanne van der Most)

The month 
in numbers

42.694
The average sum in euros 
received by each researcher 
at Erasmus University from 
external clients in 2013. 
In total, EUR researchers 
received 112 million euros. 
This puts our university in the 
middle bracket of all Dutch 
universities.

The news from the past month 
can be summarised in three 
numbers. A record number of 
sports passes sold, only a few 
extra parking places in the new 
multi-storey car park and mil-
lions received by EUR research-
ers from external clients.

10,000
Celebrations at Erasmus 
Sport. In January, the ten 
thousandth sports pass 
of the season was sold. A 
record, because there have 
never before been so many 
passes active at the same 
time. The number of visitors 
to the sports centre has 
soared in recent years.

When the new multi-storey 
car park under the Erasmus 
Plaza opens in the spring and 
the old car park on the north 
side of the campus closes, 
Woudestein will only have 
an extra 92 parking places. 
However, the number of 
cars that spoil the campus 
horizon will be drastically 
reduced.

One in twelve 
Rotterdam 
residents has 
a student 
loan debt

→ As well as noodle soup, Sohmi 
also sells Vietnamese bánh mì 
sandwiches. 

92
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According to the polls, Wilders could present-
ly count on 41 seats. That’s more than the cur-
rent coalition partners VVD and PvdA combined. 
Apparently, people are willing to accept his state-
ments on trust. “Well, I’d like to put that in perspec-
tive. In May 2002, after Fortuyn’s death, the [right-
wing populist party] LPF managed to gain 26 seats 
in the Dutch House of Parliament. Still, this only 
represented 17% of the electorate. Even if Wilders 
had40 seats, he would have still only won just over 
a quarter of the votes. Three-quarters of the elector-
ate would still have voted for other parties, in other 
words.”

This explanation sounds a bit like a reassurance. 
What do you think of the anxiety that many people 
seem to feel regarding the rise of national-conserv-
atives like Geert Wilders and Marine Le Pen? “It says 
more about the establishment than anything else – 

they’re the people who are alarmed by this trend. It 
poses a threat to their elitist politics, which makes 
them feel insecure. That’s why ‘traditional’ political 
parties are taking their cue from the extremists – it 
was the same back in the day of the [national-social-
ist] NSB and [the Christian-Democratic PM] Colijn. 
And the outcome is the same as back then: a gener-
al move to the right. You can observe this through-
out Northern Europe. At the end of the day, while 
Marine Le Pen didn’t win a single region during the 
French regional elections, this was only thanks to a 
desperate ‘unholy alliance’ between Hollande’s so-
cialists and Sarkozy’s right-wing republicans.” 

It’s not inconceivable that Le Pen becomes President 
of France, is it? “No.”

What do you believe would happen then? “This 
would accelerate the process of disintegration that 
is already at play across Europe. Barbed wire here; 
barriers there. And the arrows would all be point-
ing in Germany’s direction: from Southern Europe 
in response to the euro and budget cuts, and from 
Central Europe in response to the refugee crisis. If 
France were to close its borders – as Scandinavia 
has presently done – and the Netherlands was 
Germany’s only ally left, this would mean the end 
of the European Union in its current shape.”

We can see a strong trend towards nationalism in 
many countries in Europe. How would you explain 
this? “We’re dealing with a fundamental feeling of 
dissatisfaction. This is caused by three elements. 
The entire world has been in the grip of turbo-cap-
italism since 1989. The result is a growing divide 
between the poor and the rich, with more and more 
‘losers’. Meanwhile, the Internet has emancipat-
ed the average citizen in terms of communication. 
Everyone has his own blog or Facebook page, with 
the promise of being heard. But this promise has 
proven false. The only person reading the blog is the 
author himself. And then it turns out all sorts of po-

Henri Beunders (1953) is Profes-
sor of Development in Public 
Opinion at the International In-
stitute of Social Studies in The 
Hague. Beunders’ current re-
search focuses on political, cul-

tural and social conflicts and 
the role of public opinion in 
Dutch society within a European 
and global context. His doctoral 
dissertation dealt with Dutch re-
sistance to rearmament in the 

period after the First World War. 
In addition to his academic ac-
tivities, Beunders worked for 
many years as a journalist and 
Germany correspondent for the 
daily NRC Handelsblad. 

The end of 
30 years of 
neoliberalism 
in our global 
economy

The Big Topic. Nationalism is on the rise across Europe. From the virtual success of 
the PVV (Party for Freedom) and the electoral advance of Front National to the 
landslide victory of the national-conservatives in Poland. Historian Henri Beunders 
sees parallels with 1914, on the eve of the First World War. “I am seriously concerned 
about the future of the European Union.”
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litical decisions are being made that mainly benefit 
other people.
Politics are dominated by an increasingly wealthy 
elite. Who are the ones in favour of immigration? 
The ‘do-gooders’ of course, but above all the em-
ployers and, in the US, the Republicans – with 
the exception of Trump. That is why he is popular 
among low-income whites, who are becoming more 
and more impoverished while simultaneously be-
ing rebuked for the fact that they are white – in 
other words, enjoy ‘white privilege’. The strongest 
dissatisfaction with ‘politicians’ is found among 
the white working class. In the cities, in Limburg 
and in the old industrial heartland of France, where 
there is less and less employment to be found at the 
Peugeot and Citroën plants. And after it was decid-
ed to ‘modernise’ the welfare state the unemployed 
have to deal with lower benefits. And when people 
hear of another hundred billion for Greece; refugees 
who are welcomed with open arms; a terrorist at-
tack at one of their discos – they become furious. 
They want pay-back. They say ‘fuck you’ to the poli-
ticians. And I can hardly blame them.”

Does this mean that highly-educated people 
don’t feel attracted to parties like PVV and Front 
National? “Highly-educated people believe they’re 
still safe. They assume – often erroneously – that 
they won’t become a victim of globalisation. The 
elite’s attitude is one of: globalisation is neces-
sary, and the European Union’s present shape is 
the only option. But nobody has a satisfactory an-
swer as to which identity the Netherlands should 
have ‘as a society’, or how much nationalism and 
protectionism <c>are<c> permissible. When I listen 
to the current debate about the refugee crisis, the 
key argument that I hear between the lines is: ‘So 
you want to shelter one less refugee than I do? Then 
you’re a fascist and I’m a good person.’ But at some 
point, everyone says: this is how far I’m willing to 
go. And since ‘Cologne’ this point is likely to come 
quite soon.”

You recently wrote in de Volkskrant that people’s 
reactions to the attacks in Paris reminded you of the 
summer of 1914 – on the eve of the First World War. 
What do you mean by this? “During the Cold War, we 
grew accustomed to a world with two major power 
blocks. This is a nice, clear-cut situation: we’re here; 
they’re over there, and ‘the West’ served like a kind 
of corset: the mollusc’s shell. This arrangement is 

gone. And what’s left? A mollusc. On top of that: 
look at how many ambitious actors have presently 
stepped on the stage – both worldwide and here in 
Europe. Say there are five of them: this means that 
– particularly when they join strengths – you need 
to take at least 20 scenarios involving potential al-
liances and bilateral threats into account. You saw 
a similar situation in June 1914. And don’t forget: 
Vienna’s ultimatum to Serbia was in response to 
terrorism: the assassination of the Austrian heir 
presumptive in Sarajevo.
Another parallel with the situation at that time is 
that once again, we feel anxiety about the loss of 
our cultural identity. In the 1990s, many citizens of 
Rotterdam started to feel alienated in their own city, 
which is why Fortuyn won so many votes. In 1914, 
the Germans were sincerely worried about losing 
their Kultur due to the influence of Britain, the lib-
eral ‘perfidious Albion’. You can see the same thing 
going on in Eastern Europe right now. We perceive 
these right-wing Poles, Hungarians and Czechs as 
ungrateful bastards – and racist to boot. While they 
say: we’ve lived under the yoke of communism for 
half a century, and in 1990, we finally got to man-
age our own affairs. So now, we have to become an 
entirely different country altogether – just because 
‘Brussels’ says so? Why has this ideology of a mul-
ticultural, globalised society become so imperative 
that everyone is expected to toe the line?”

To which extent are we ourselves to blame for the 
situation that has arisen?
“Obama’s 2008 campaign said: Yes we can! But after 
that, everyone – universities, employers, therapists 
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– said Yes you can! At present, everyone is individ-
ually responsible for their individual success, but 
also for their individual failure. That’s why cases 
of depression and burn-out are so widespread. And 
in many cases, this individualism is something we 
wanted ourselves. Feel free to do your own thing; to 
be self-employed. The downside is that people get 
left by the wayside. And nowadays, our response is: 
serves you right. If I blame the highly-educated for 
anything, it’s that they have given up on the ‘civi-
lising offensive’ – the edification of the masses in-
itiated in the late 19th century. The underclass, as 
it’s referred to, has been written off.”

In 2015, the public debate on the reception of ref-
ugees in the Netherlands became very heated. Will 
we be seeing this more often? “It’s unavoidable. In 
Germany, there have been over 600 arsonist attacks 
at reception centres. And the political and econom-
ic situation in that country is a lot more stable than 
it is in the Netherlands: economic growth, lots of 
job opportunities. And Germany has a strong in-
dustrial sector: assembling a Miele appliance or 
BMW is spiritually soothing. But ‘Cologne’ – this 
<c>‘Schreckensnacht’<c> during New Year’s – that 

could mark the turning point, with the country 
moving towards a far stricter policy. At which 

point the Netherlands will follow suit. 
After all, we’re practically Germany’s 
seventeenth state. In the old days, when 
the Germans devalued their currency, 
the Dutch central bank had exactly ten 
seconds to follow their lead. The mo-
ment Germany actually closes its bor-

ders, we’ll be doing the same thing that 
very evening.”

In an article in AD, Joep Leerssen, Professor of 
European Studies at the University of Amsterdam, 
described nationalism as nothing more than civic 
engagement.
“To a certain degree, this is correct. A large group 
that previously didn’t contribute to the discussion 
is letting itself be heard. On top of that: for a long 

time, members of the left-wing elite in particular 
assumed that the Internet was a progressive force. 
But actually, it’s the nationalists and extremists 
who seek each other out online and get each other 
riled up. ‘Decent people’ like us, all we do is press 
the ‘like’ button a hundred times a day, and that’s 
it.”

Is this nationalist reflex a temporary phenome-
non, or do you think we can expect more structural 
changes? “Since the Berlin Wall came down, we’ve 
seen thousands of kilometres of new walls and 
barbed wire, and tens of thousands worldwide. I 
believe we are witnessing the end of 30 years of ne-
oliberalism. We will be seeing an increase in nation-
alism and protectionism. Countries will start clos-
ing their borders. There will be a Fortress Europe 
– a Fortress Europe Minor, at any rate. Particularly 
when a billion or more Africans start moving this 
way.”

According to European Commissioner Moscovici, 
pro-Europeans need to mount a counter-offensive. 
Do you believe there’s a point in doing so? “Yes, I be-
lieve in the power of positive civic engagement. I 
would like to argue for a broad public debate, simi-
lar to the one we saw in the Netherlands about nu-
clear energy. Come on: get out there and get talking 
with people. But this does require careful organisa-
tion – not the way some Dutch mayors handled it 
and only stay in the area around the refugee recep-
tion centres in their municipality. A debate like this 
has to touch on all sorts of subjects: from our na-
tional borders to Asscher’s ‘participation contract’ – 
as well as the question what our society should look 
like in, say, 2050. If we don’t do something like this, 
the current polarisation could well deteriorate into 
violent situations. As a historian, I have studied the 
First World War closely enough to feel concerned 
about current developments.”

At the start of 2016, the Netherlands took over the 
Presidency of the European Union for six months. 
Which recommendations would you make? “As a 
small country, we’ve always had to distinguish 
ourselves with intelligent proposals. The French 
are able to block changes to wine labels with their 
vote; the Germans can block measures against car 
software. But we don’t have this power. It would 
be great if we were able to finally initiate a plenary 
European debate about the refugee crisis. Because 
the European Parliament actually hasn’t held one 
yet. But probably, we’ll mostly be ‘minding the 
shop’.” ↙
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‘As a historian, I have studied 
the First World War closely 
enough to feel concerned 
about current developments.’     
↘  Henri Beunders



These days, history is out of fashion. 
While academics have long proclaimed 
its end, students simply do not care 
about studying it. 
The argument usually goes something 
like: ‘’But why is it relevant? We’re in 
an entirely new condition, in a whole 
different context’’. Fair enough, if you 
equate history with a narrative of a 
victorious movement of humanity 
towards progress. In that case, you 
square yourself within a tiny speck on 
the Eurasian continent. Be it as you 
please. 
The calendar has just switched to 
2016. Let’s look around. What are the 
problems that humanity is facing? 
War, hunger, poverty, disease, natural 
disasters. Is this radically different 
from what our ancestors had to deal 
with fairly recently in 19th -20th cen-
tury Europe? 
Yet the ordeals of previous genera-
tions don’t seem to have taught us 
much. Isn’t this largely because the 
alleged innovators think they know 

better? They readily sweep away our 
cultural heritage to build the world 
anew. Too bad, the materials at hand 
remain the same. Hence mistakes are 
repeated and perpetuated. 
However, even those who are prepared 
to look back at the past tend to do so 
in two rather specific ways. One camp 
promulgates the sweet illusion of the 
‘Golden Age’, claiming that everything 
was good back in the day. The oppo-
sing camp takes pain to meticulously 
deconstruct popular conceptions and 
leave behind only scattered ruins. 
Studying history is not tantamount to 
drilling dates and facts. Neither is it 
about immersing yourself in the fanci-
ful descriptions of imaginative histori-
ans. It is an exercise in stretching your 
mind to comprehend a different world. 
You are forced to expose yourself to 
alternative ways of thinking and lifes-
tyles that now seem completely alien. 
Looking into the past could help us 
clear our vision of the present and 
prepare us for the future. This is espe-
cially crucial when we are challenged 
to respect and preserve the diversity 
of attitudes, worldviews and ways 
of being. As Abraham Maslow wittily 
observed, ‘’If all you have is a hammer, 
everything looks like a nail’’.

Kate Sytnik is studying Liberal 
Arts & Sciences at the Erasmus 
University College

On hammers 
and history

text KATE SYTNIK 
photography LEVIEN WILLEMSE

COLUMN11 



W e really don’t need to 
own everything our-
selves,” says Jan 
Rotmans, professor of 
Transition Studies at 

FSW and an enthusiastic advocate of the 
sharing economy. “After all, we only use 
some items like drills or electric shears for 
about 20 minutes a year. Research shows 
that 40% of all Dutch people would very 
much like to make use of the sharing econ-
omy.”
A sharing economy means that people 
share their possessions with one another, 
either free of charge or in return for pay-
ment. They allow each other temporary ac-
cess to their possessions. “Sharing is the 
future. It gives people more contact with 
others in their neighbourhood, it saves 
money and you can help others by sharing,” 
Mr Rotmans added.
But a lot has to change before the sharing 
economy can get off the ground because it 
is still in its infancy. ING Bank’s Economics 
Department carried out a survey on the 
paid version of the sharing economy among 
one thousand Dutch people in the summer 
of 2015. This survey showed that between 
40 and 60 million euros are involved in the 
sharing economy, which is only 0.01% of 
the gross national product. 
But the sharing economy is expanding so 

quickly that it is almost impossible to pin it 
down in calculations. Airbnb (shared hous-
ing in return for payment) published new 
figures a few months after ING had pub-
lished its own findings: this company had a 
turnover of 110 million euros in Amsterdam 
alone. This just goes to show how strongly 
the sharing economy is emerging. 
In the Netherlands, Thuisafgehaald (shared 
meals on payment of a small sum) and 
Peerby (sharing items free of charge) start-
ed with only a few neighbours in 2012. In 
2015, 100.000 people all over the world had 
joined Peerby and members shared more 
than 80,000 meals with others living in the 
same district. 
Mr Rotmans is not surprised: “I expect a lot 
of sharing platforms like car sharing will 
become even bigger,” he says. “My own 
children who are in their twenties don’t at-
tach so much importance to cars and the 
status of owning a car, so they are more 
likely to go in for car sharing. Their genera-
tion is not so materialistic.”

Renting will replace buying in 
the future
During the next few years, our present 
economy will change into a circular econo-
my to an increasing extent and the sharing 
economy will play a bigger role in this, says 
Mr Rotmans. And according to both profes-

sors, this means that people will have a dif-
ferent view of possessions in the future and 
the economy will function differently too. 
“There are still a lot of scrap products in to-
day’s economy,” Mr Rotmans adds. 
“Appliances and other items don’t last as 
long nowadays.” 
But all this will change because natural re-
sources are becoming scarcer, he says. “If 
we make a transition from a traditional 
economy to a circular economy in which ac-
cess to appliances is more important than 
possessing them, a longer life span will be 
more important as well. In that case, you 
rent a Philips light bulb instead of buying 
one. And this means that manufacturers 
will make sure that their products last 
longer because this will benefit them too.”
But Mr Rotmans does not anticipate that 
these changes will take place without any 
difficulties: “Car manufacturers, for in-
stance, want to sell as many cars as possi-
ble. The sharing economy won’t benefit 
that type of large-scale manufacturer.” 
Mr Rotmans thinks that companies like 
these will try and give the sharing economy 
a bad image in the media. “All of today’s 
systems are based on suspicion, whereas 
the sharing economy is based on mutual 
trust. So these companies will spread tales 
of profiteers who are taking people for a 
ride, and that it’s naive to make use of 

Sharing is the 
new ownership
Our garages and sheds will no longer be full of unwanted 
items in 10 or 20 years’ time; a lot of people will be sharing 
their possessions with others. According to Rotterdam 
professors Jan Rotmans and Henk Volberda, the sharing 
economy is on its way no matter whether we will be sharing 
our drills, our cars or our flats. EM talked to them about the 
sharing economy, its opportunities, its drawbacks and the 
science behind it.
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How 
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share

Source: NCDO, Amsterdam December 2013,
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Isabelle Cruse (22), 
master’s student in 
Arts, culture and socie-
ty, organises clothing 
swap events

“My wardrobe was bursting at 
the seams: time to get rid of 
some clothes. I couldn’t just 
throw the clothes away be-
cause they were still in good 
condition. That’s when I set 
up a Facebook group where 
students sold their clothes. 
Even though the group was 
successful, I found it a bit 
impersonal so I decided to 
organise a swap meet in my 
room. Later I did the same 
thing on campus.”
For each piece of clothing 
they bring, they can choose 
another piece of clothing at 
the swap meet. These events 
had previously been organ-
ised in Maastricht when 
Cruse was studying for her 
bachelor’s degree there. 
She has now also set up a 
Facebook page for students in 
Rotterdam called Shop & Go 
Rotterdam. This group cur-
rently has 90 members and 
the response has been pos-
itive. “Almost everyone had 

something good to say at the 
Sustainability Hub market 
last December. Some students 
were a bit tentative at first be-
cause they think the clothes 
may be soiled or damaged. 
That is definitely not the case. 
I check the quality of all the 
collected clothing and make 
sure the garments have no 
odours.”
This is the ideal way for Cruse 
to combine her love of cloth-
ing and her desire for a life-
style that is as sustainable 
as possible. “It helps me save 
money, meet lots of new peo-
ple and it also makes me a 
better global citizen. I hope to 
not only reduce the amount of 
waste, but to reduce the pro-
duction as well. So it’s a win-
win situation” JM

‘I found it a bit 
impersonal so 
I decided to 
organise a 
swap meet in 
my room’
 ↘ Isabelle Cruse
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the sharing economy. But profiteers on sharing platforms will soon 
be exposed by review systems.”

Risks and pitfalls
Henk Volberda, professor of Strategic Management and 
Entrepreneurship at RSM, also thinks that the sharing economy 
will turn the present economy completely upside down. Airbnb has 
disrupted the hotel market and Peerby and Uber have done the 
same to the DIY market and the taxi market respectively.
In principle, Mr Volberda is in favour of change on these markets: 
“Of course, it’s better for the environment and sustainability if a 
number of people share the same car instead of only one person 
using their own car.” 
However, Mr Volberda is critical with respect to sharing platforms. 
Particularly if they grow quickly and rake in big margins from us-
ers, like Uber which is originally from the USA. This is a good exam-
ple of the ‘winner takes it all’ effect whereby new and competitive 
taxi apps that charge users and providers much lower margins no 
longer stand a chance. 
Uber Pop, which works with non-professional drivers, has been 
banned by the Dutch courts due to the stringent taxi legislation. 
Mr Volberda is not opposed to the Uber sharing platform as such. 
“It’s a handy and clever app,” he says. “But the problem with plat-
forms like Uber is that they don’t provide drivers with any work 
guarantee whatsoever. Drivers earn a marginal fee and the ones in 
the States sometimes have to take on four or five additional jobs to 
earn a reasonable amount. Uber drivers are self-employed, so they 
have no protection under the law. And anyone who gets a bad re-
view is in trouble. It does provide a lot of new opportunities and 
innovation, but it offers little or no income protection at the bot-
tom of the employment market and results in the undermining of 
employment rights. This ‘online platform capitalism’ not only ex-
ists on the taxi market, but also on other markets such as logistics, 
catering, care and other low-value services. It’s starting to resem-
ble a modern form of slavery which the original inventors of the 
sharing economy certainly never intended.”
Mr Volberda adds that not all sharing platforms are as commercial-
ly-minded as Uber. Many sharing platforms such as Thuisafgehaald 
only charge a small margin. Or they are free of charge to partici-
pants, such as Peerby. 
However, there are still drawbacks involved for these platforms 
and their users. “It’s difficult for sharing platforms to avoid becom-

Thuisafgehaald (Shareyourmeal): home-
based chefs cook extra food and sell this 
at cost price to their neighbours.
Founded in 2012, with 185,000 meals 
shared as of March 2015.

185.000 
meals shared

POPULAR PLATFORM 01



Ioannis Fragkos (32), 
assistant professor at 
RSM, is a huge fan of 
Airbnb and Uber. 

“The first time I ever rented a 
flat from somebody through 
Airbnb was in San Francisco in 
2013,” he says. “It was a won-
derful experience. The flat was 
situated at a fantastic location 
overlooking the beach and the 
harbour. There was even a kind 
of wine cellar with fabulous 
wines. And the owner said I 
could open everything up.” 
After this, Mr Fragkos used 
Airbnb a great deal in Canada, 
France, the Netherlands and 
the UK. What he especially 
likes is the locations, which 
are often in the centre of a big 
city. “The only disadvantage is 
that there’s no standard qual-
ity,” he adds. “You don’t know 
beforehand if the place is going 
to be clean. That’s why I always 
check other visitors’ reviews 
carefully before booking.”
Mr Fragkos also makes fre-
quent use of the Uber taxi ser-

vice when travelling abroad, 
“especially in the United 
States.” He is very pleased with 
this service: “I use the app 
whenever I’m due to arrive any-
where, so I know that someone 
will be there to pick me up,” he 
says. “I don’t have to look any-
thing up or haggle about pric-
es and I can pay by credit card, 
which is really useful. And bad 
drivers get bad reviews, after 
which Uber doesn’t use them 
anymore. That’s good to know, 
because you have to be able to 
trust people if you’re going to 
get into a car with them.”

‘And the 
owner said 
I could open 
everything 
up’
 ↘ Ioannis Fragkos
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ing too commercial and to stick to their green ideals once they get 
bigger,” Mr Volberda says. “If a platform has a lot of participants, 
they can make money and it’s very hard to resist the temptation. 
After all, most big platforms don’t have much competition because 
it takes a long time before competitors are just as well known and 
have built up just as much impact.” 
This is why Mr Volberda is in favour of ‘freemium’ models, where 
participants do not have to pay to join. They only pay for additional 
services or options. 
But, he says, this is a bit tricky because platforms often mediate 
between providers and users. “And most providers will charge a fee 
for this. If they don’t charge a fee in principle, like Peerby, their fi-
nancial backers will eventually force them to do so,” he adds. 
Mr Volberda is also concerned about the power and key role that 
companies like Facebook will have in the new sharing economy. 
Many sharing platforms make use of social media to establish con-
tacts and generate mutual trust among participants. People can 
review or assess each other by linking their Facebook or LinkedIn 
account to one of these platforms. “But this only gives that type of 
company more power and less competition,” Mr Volberda points 
out. “It’s useful and practical to link everything up to the social 
media, but I very much doubt if this is a good idea.” 
Besides, people who do not use social media will get left out. Mr 
Volberda adds that bad reviews can result in exclusion too: 
“Although the sharing economy does have a lot of great ideas for 
combating waste, we must make sure we’re aware of the draw-
backs.”

Couchsurfing: offering a bed in your 
own house, sometimes on the couch.
Founded in 1999, with a website since 
2003, initial figures: 6,000 members in 
2004; in Feb. 2015 this had grown to 9 
million members.

Peerby: lending out tools and other handy items to 
neighbours.
Founded in 2012, now has 100,000 members world-
wide. Peerby had more than 1 million transactions in 2 
years.In late 2014 they acquired a sum of 1.7 million 
from foreign investors.

9 
 million 

members

100.000 
members
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→ Marisa Verfini, 20 (Management for Asia stu-
dent at HES
‘I hate the idea of a non-smoking campus’

‘I smoke about seven cigarettes a day, particu-
larly at parties and during exam periods. I’m all 
in favour of non-smoking zones on campus. I 
hate the idea of a non-smoking campus, like the 
ones they have in the USA. Everyone is free to 
make that decision for themselves, right?’

↑ Ahmed Fayyed, 31 (Master student of Finan-
cial Economics)
‘I need the nicotine, it’s as simple as that’

‘I’m from Egypt, where people smoke even 
more. I smoke a pack a day myself. I tried quit-
ting a few times – cold turkey – but I only kept 
at it for two weeks. Then I began to experience 
withdrawal symptoms. I started trembling and 
lost focus.’

text and photography SANNE VAN DER MOST 

→ Remy Minck, 25 (Master student of History
‘I smoke to prevent hyperventilating’

‘Whenever I feel, during lectures, that I’m 
about to start hyperventilating, I’ll go outside 
for a quick smoke. It really helps. Even my doc-
tor has told me to keep doing it for now. It 
beats social isolation.’

← Madelon Langstraat, 20 (second-year 
Psychology student)
‘I’m young and I just really love it’

‘I smoke ten cigarettes a day. I’m young and I 
just really love it. It helps me in stressful situa-
tions. So for now, I don’t have any plans to quit.’ 

A new year has begun. Have Rotterdam students made a 
resolution to quit smoking this year, or are they content to 
do so later? Will the introduction of smoking zones and 
smokers’ poles at Erasmus University help them quit smok-
ing? After all, if you’re only allowed to smoke in certain des-
ignated places, you may not enjoy the experience quite as 
much. EM talked to die-hard addicts, happy smokers and 
people who have nearly quit.

Smoking on 
Campus

Zones and poles
Until now, smoking outdoors has been 
allowed at the entire Woudestein Campus. 
In future, students will only be allowed to 
smoke in certain places. At the moment, two 
smoking zones are being tested: one at the 
entrance to the Theil Building, on the Insti-
tutenlaan side, and another one at the en-
trance to the Mandeville Building. Students 

wishing to light up will do well to look up and 
check whether they’re in the right zone. 
Since December 2015, another three smok-
ing zones have been created at K.P. van der 
Mandele Square. At the entrances to the 
Erasmus and Tinbergen Buildings, and at 
the corner between the Theil and Erasmus 
Buildings, smoking is only allowed at the 
smokers’ poles.
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↑ Thomas Werkman, 19 (Bachelor student of International History) 
‘I’ll quit once my doctor tells me I’ve got lung cancer’

‘I just love smoking. I smoke three-quarters of a pack a day and it’s not bothering me at all. My 
condition is declining, though. When I was younger, I was able to run from here to Kralingse 
Zoom metro station. I wouldn’t be able to do that today, not by a long shot. It does suck that 
we’re only allowed to smoke outdoors on campus. It’s way too cold for that.’ ↘
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↑ Seunghwan Oh, 27 (Master student of IBA)
‘Reducing from two packs a day to just one was no problem at all’

‘I’ve gone from two packs a day to just one. A significant reduction, and I’m doing just fine, but I can 
tell my health is still being compromised. So I’d like to quit completely at some point. I tried an 
electronic cigarette, but that didn’t work at all.’

↑ Nurdan Akilli, 25 (Master student of Law)
‘I managed to quit smoking for exactly one day’

‘I smoke two packs a day. Yes, that’s a lot. Even 
so, I’ll continue to smoke. I always say, “You’ll be 
my best friend until you make me sick, and then 
you’ll be my enemy.” I’ll quit once I’ve graduated.’

↑ Thijs Burk, 22 (Master student of Psychology)

‘I smoke shag tobacco. I smoke ten cigarettes a day and I love it. I’ll quit once I turn forty. I’m still 
young. I have healthy lungs. It does suck that smoking is now prohibited at the Psychology 
department. Now I have to go downstairs to smoke, a long way down.’

‘I’ll quit once 
I turn forty’
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↑ Karolina Przybyslewska, 21 (Master student of Marketing)
 ‘I’ve gone from a pack a day to one cigarette a day’

‘I used to be a heavy smoker, but now I only smoke one cigarette a day. In other words, I hardly 
smoke at all. And I want to quit smoking that one cigarette, as well. I eat a healthy diet and I ex-
ercise. Smoking doesn’t fit into that lifestyle.’

↑ Esmee Peper, 22 (Master student of Media and Journalism)
‘My every day starts with a latte and a cigarette’

‘Every day, my fellow students and I will start our day with a latte and a cigarette. We always do 
it, and we love it. Non-smokers will join us. I’ve not made a New Year’s resolution to quit. Not 
yet. I’ll definitely quit once I fall pregnant.’

↑ Dennis Weis, 27 (Master student of Interna-
tional Public Policy)

‘I smoke about half a pack a day and I love it. I 
feel I don’t have to quit just yet. Not until I 
become a father. Until then, I’ll be a happy 
smoker.’ ↙

‘I’ll quit once I 
become a father’



Inge Hutter has been the Rector 
of the International Institute of 
Social Studies (ISS) for nearly six 
months now. “I’m really beginning 
to feel at home now, and I’m get-

ting into more of a routine,” she tells EM 
when she receives us on her first day of 
work following her Christmas break. Af-
ter working at the University of Gronin-
gen for 25 years – during which time she 
climbed the ladder from PhD student all 
the way to Dean of the Faculty of Spatial 
Sciences – she took up the position of 
Rector of ISS, an institute which has been 
part of Erasmus University since 2009.
During her first half year in charge, Hut-
ter made a point of talking to every single 
person working at ISS. She says they were 
the nicest conversations she has ever 
had. She learned much, not just about 
how staff felt about their jobs, but about 
their personal situations. “What struck 
me most is how much people here love 
ISS. They are passionate about what the 
Institute does and what it stands for.” She 
admits that the conversations were quite 
time-consuming, but insists they were 
very important. The Institute is fresh 
from extensive restructuring, which in-
volved some of its support staff moving to 
Rotterdam’s Woudestein Campus. “These 

conversations enabled me to tell people 
that a new era is on its way. The restruc-
turing is over and done with now; it’s a 
done deal. Now we can look towards the 
future and start building things.”
Building things is ISS’s mission for the 
next few years. The new rector is expect-
ed to present a new vision for the future. 
Hence our question: where will ISS be in 
2020 or 2025? 

Groningen idea
The anthropologist tells us her position 
with ISS does not differ all that much 
from her position of dean in Groningen. 
“What makes it easier is that I know ex-
actly what goes on at universities and 
am familiar with the processes that take 
place. Many things which are currently 
going on at EUR, happened in Groningen, 
as well.”
Take, for instance, the experiment involv-
ing grants for PhD students. This was a 
Groningen idea which sounded interest-
ing to ISS. Rotterdam wasn’t too keen on 
the idea, not least because it involves PhD 
students receiving less favourable terms 
of employment than regular PhD candi-
dates. ISS, on the other hand, believes 
that the PhD grants system is a perfect 
way to provide PhD students from devel-

oping countries with a steady income. 
Due to strict immigration laws, it is next 
to impossible for Dutch universities to 
employ students from such countries as a 
regular PhD candidate. 
“These kinds of fellowships are particu-
larly useful for people from the southern 
hemisphere, as they give them a good op-
portunity for further development.” Many 
such PhD students come to ISS with some 
savings of their own. The money doesn’t 
always suffice to make ends meet, but the 
Institute is not allowed to lend the stu-
dents a helping hand. Thanks to the PhD 
student grants experiment, ISS will be 
able to provide up to fifteen PhD students 
with a steady income over the next few 
years. “We’re ecstatic that the proposal 
was passed by the council,” says Hutter. 
Now all they need is for the Minister to 
approve the plan.
ISS does not just intend to offer grants of 
its own. Hutter would like to attract more 
foreign PhD students on grants. “I was 
surprised to see how many PhD students 
here used their own savings to get here,” 
she tells us. “`Foreign PhD students in 
Groningen tend to have grants from their 
own countries.” One of the challenges she 
looks forward to tackling over the next 
few years is finding such grants. 

After working at the University of Groningen for 25 years, In-
ge Hutter assumed control of the International Institute of 
Social Studies, which is part of Erasmus University Rotter-
dam, in August 2015. At the Institute, which is located in 
The Hague, she is regaining her passion for foreign cultures 
and preparing ISS for the future. “Scientists have a duty to 
ensure that something is done with their research results.”

New rector ISS 

‘As a small 
institution, we 
must co-operate 
with others’

text TIM FICHEROUX
photography RONALD VAN DEN HEERIK
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Passion for foreign cultures
ISS has 160 Master students and 100 PhD 
students, the majority of whom hail from 
Asia, Africa or South America. “Groningen 
calls itself an international university, as 
does Rotterdam. But walk into a classroom 
here and you’ll meet no more than two Eu-
ropeans. The rest of our students are all 
from developing countries.” 
After 25 years in Groningen, Hutter 
needed a change of scenery. “There were 
personal reasons involved, as well. My 
partner passed away very suddenly three 
years ago. When that happens, you’ll start 
wondering at a very basic level what you 
wish to do with your life while you still 
can.” Ever since doing Master’s degrees in 
Non-Western Demographics and Cultural 
Anthropology in Groningen and Utrecht, 
respectively, she has done much research 
in the field of ‘sexual and reproductive 
health’ in Africa and India. “I wanted to 
give more expression to my passion for 
developing countries and foreign cultures. 
I’m seeing the same passion in the stu-
dents and staff here at ISS.”
“The entire Institute is an international 
hotchpotch, what with nearly all our stu-
dents and many of our staff being foreign. 
And The Hague is of course an internation-
al city.” As a result, Hutter says, ISS has 

a different culture. Those working at ISS 
like to call their Institute a mini United 
Nations. “Students don’t just learn from 
researchers and lecturers, but mainly from 
each other. In our courses we try to pres-
ent a global citizenship concept, whereby 
people from different cultures interact and 
learn together. I envy them sometimes.”

A scientist’s duty
ISS’ scientists do a lot of research which 
does not have a Western focus, in asso-
ciation with NGOs or local authorities. “I 
really like that kind of research. It’s solid 
academic research, but with a very explic-
it emphasis on how it can be applied.” It 
takes social engagement, Hutter thinks, to 
tackle the kind of subjects ISS researchers 
tend to investigate. “If you’re researching 
maternal mortality in Malawi, you’re like-
ly to be emotionally affected. So it makes 
sense to try and find a way to apply the 
outcomes of your research.”
“I’m finding it increasingly difficult to 
watch researchers sit in their offices and 
ignore society. Are their fine studies and 
interesting analyses really what matters to 
society?” In Hutter’s opinion, science is not 
just about generating and sharing knowl-
edge, but about ensuring that something 
is being done with one’s knowledge.  

‘What struck me 
most is how 
much people 
here love ISS’ 
 ↘  Inge Hutter

↘
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She says it is a scientist’s duty to consider 
this responsibility. “It sounds very heavy,” 
she says with a smile. “And I’m not saying 
everyone should do it, but organisations 
should try and find a proper balance.”
Hutter believes that her conviction that 
scientific research must have a practical 
application stems from her upbringing. 
She grew up in a “family of socialist teach-
ers” in Oosterhesselen, a small village 
in the province of Drenthe. “It was made 
clear to us that we had to benefit society, 
do something useful with the knowledge 
we had.” Initially, she seemed on her way 
to becoming a PE teacher. She was a fairly 
good gymnast and, as a teenager in the late 
1970s, opted to attend the Physical Educa-
tion Academy. It seemed a logical choice, 
what with both of her parents, her brother 
and her sister all being teachers. However, 
the Academy’s curriculum proved insuffi-
ciently theoretically profound for her.

Foothold in The Hague
Hutter did find the profundity she was 
looking for in her anthropology degree, 
which taught her to look at and see things 
from various cultural perspectives. She 
explains that it is very important for uni-
versities to be able to see things from 
different perspectives. “We Dutch peo-
ple have no idea how hot African, Asian 
and South-American countries are on our 
heels. Their mentality is one of ‘let’s go and 
do this, the future is ours.’ The internation-
al balance of power is shifting.” And Dutch 
universities will feel the consequences. On 
the one hand, the students and PhD stu-
dents of the future will be coming from 
these parts of the world. On the other 
hand, knowledge of how those countries 
work and how they are changing will in-
creasingly be held by the countries them-
selves. 
This is why Hutter feels that ISS could play 
an important part within Erasmus Uni-
versity. After all, the Institute has worked 
with international and multi-cultural stu-
dents ever since 1952, and has a global net-
work consisting of twelve thousand alum-
ni, all of whom have a good understanding 
of how the balance of power is shifting. “I 
hope that we will increasingly be able to 
contribute our knowledge of internation-
alisation to EUR, and that we will be able 
to answer such questions as: What does in-
corporating all these cultures into our ed-
ucation and research programmes entail? 

What will the current influx of refugees 
mean to us?” Hutter feels that ISS should 
be used more as the university’s foothold. 
Not just because of its knowledge of in-
ternationalisation, but also because of its 
location, i.e., The Hague. “We’re a foothold 
here in The Hague, where all the ministries 
and many major international institutions 
are.”

Umbrella subjects
For its part, ISS benefits from being part of 
Erasmus University, Hutter tells us. “For 
small institutes like us, co-operation is 
vital. It really helps us present ourselves 
to other parties.” For instance, as part of 
the Rotterdam Global Health Initiative, 
ISS collaborates with the Erasmus Med-
ical Centre and the Institute of Health 
Policy and Management; as part of a Leid-
en-Delft-Erasmus co-operative, it contrib-
utes to the Centre for Frugal Innovation in 
Africa, and along with the Erasmus School 
of Economics, it contributes to the Kids-
Rights Index. 
According to Hutter, ISS’ main challenge 
in the next few years will be presenting 
itself to outsiders. “Whenever I enter the 
building, I can tell how passionate we are 
and what expertise we have, but we could 
stand to make this a little more obvious to 
outsiders. We can be a little too modest for 
our own good.” Hutter wishes ISS to have 
a clear profile. “Global development and 
social justice will be our main research 
themes, the umbrella subjects on which 
everyone agrees, and a clear indication of 
our objectives to others.” ISS currently has 
four research programmes. “In truth, we’re 
not big enough for that,” says Hutter. “We 
aim to establish an umbrella research pro-
gramme in which many parties will partic-
ipate.” Hutter would like to see ISS develop 
more such interdisciplinary co-operatives. 
“Our goal is to unite people. We have re-
searchers discussing political economy 
and the environment, but it would be in-
teresting also to have a human rights com-
ponent. That’s the kind of interdisciplinary 
approach we’re looking for.”
Development studies are interdisciplinary 
by nature, says Hutter, so she does not 
expect the transition to be fraught with 
difficulty. Moreover, she brought about a 
similar change in Groningen in her last 
few years there. “I’m surprised to see how 
quickly it’s getting picked up here.” ↙

‘For small 
institutes like us, 
co-operation is 
vital. It really 
helps us present 
ourselves to 
other parties’ 
 ↘  Inge Hutter

↘ Inge Hutter will give her inaugural speech, en-
titled “Participatory and Qualitative Research 
in Global Development”, on 18 February.
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Do you get enough sleep? “I manage to sleep 
between four and six hours a night. I also have 
time to eat, study, box and go to nightclubs 
now and then – I’m a great fan of dubstep mu-
sic. I believe it’s not about the time you have, 
but about the time you create. Besides, I nev-
er watch television.”  
Long hours then? “Yes, IFSA is a full time job. 
Together with my job as an off-cycle analyst, 
I easily work 80 hours a week. I work all kinds 
of hours because I have to Skype a lot with 
our ‘chapters’ in Asia and America, which are 
in different time zones. I love doing that, but 
luckily I’m not on my own. In Rotterdam, for 
example, we have 20 active members.”
Do you ever meet up face-to-face with any 
of the local chairmen? “ I’ve met some of 
them, the ones from Switzerland and France 
for example. But one of the most fantastic 
things about IFSA is that it runs well despite 
the fact that most people have never met 
each other. This is all thanks to the global vi-
sion we share.”
Are you a control freak? “No, not really. I look 
over someone’s shoulder now and then to see 
if things are going ok, but I’m very capable of 
delegating. Because we are operating in many 
different cultures, you have to trust the way 
people do their work, even if it seems very dif-
ferent from how you work. It’s like Bruce Lee 
once said: ‘Become like water my friend’.”

You’ve always liked being in charge?  “Yes. At 
school, for example, I was a class represent-
ative and I also liked playing leading roles in 
theatre plays. Later on, when I was already 
studying, I was vice chairman of the faculty 
council. I guess I always enjoy being in some 
kind of leading role.”
How so? “Partly because of how I was raised, 
partly – I can’t deny it – it’s about ego as well. 
Not that I like to boss people around. It’s 
more that I like to empower them. I’ve also 
worked as an intern in several companies, be-
cause I think that if you can’t serve, you can’t 
lead.”
Your parents must be proud of you? “Yes, well 
my parents trust me in what I am doing but 
they want to make sure that I have time to 
study and sleep.” 
Do you always wear suits? “Yes. I even wore 
suits when I was still at school. Mostly black 
and blue ones. Actually a black suit with a 
white shirt and a red tie are the IFSA colours. 
My mother sometimes advised me not to wear 
them, saying: ‘Jules, you shouldn’t try to mar-
ginalise yourself so much.” 
As the founder of IFSA, will you still be in 
charge in ten years’ time? “That’s a mean 
question. I should think I’ll have a much 
smaller role in the organisation by then, but 
IFSA will still be going strong.” ↙

Jules Maîtrepierre
IFSA

‘Being versatile 
yet consistent is 

the key’ 
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Name: Jules Maîtrepierre
Age: 21
Study: 4th year of IBA Bachelor
Association: IFSA, the International Finance 
Student Association. It’s a non-profit, stu-
dent-run organisation for students from all 
over the world who are passionate about fi-
nance and who want to be part of a global net-
work. IFSA wants to provide students with a 
foundation for professional success in the 
field of finance, by creating a unique and gi-
gantic global network of students who are 
passionate about finance and providing knowl-
edge to its members. IFSA is currently repre-
sented in 12 countries worldwide.  
President (and founder) since: April 2014
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Style. “I would describe 
my style as laidback. I 
just wear whatever fits 
the weather that day. 
I also think clothes 

should be comfort-
able, so I don’t 
like clothes that 
are too tight or 

too loose. I don’t 
really wear brands, 

because I don’t like support-
ing big companies. Most of my 

clothes are from independent 
designers. Styling my own 

T-shirts is something I really like 
as well.”

Sports. “I’m very keen on sports. 
I like to go hiking, but the Nether-
lands isn’t great for that because 

there aren’t enough hills. I also 
run and go cycling. Ball 

sports interest me as 
well, especially basket-

ball and football. When 
I’m back in Norway, I like to ski. 
I started skiing when I was 2. 

There’s a saying that Norwegians are 
born with skis on their feet and that very much applies to 
me. I actually really miss the Norwegian mountains; the 
Netherlands are just so flat.”

Music. “The music I like to listen to really depends on 
my mood. I like artists such as Xavier Rudd and Alt-J; 
they have more spiritual music. I sometimes listen to old 
school rap as well, artists like Wu-Tang. When I go out, I 
listen to more outgoing music, sometimes that’s fun as 
well. When I’m not listening to music or exercising, I like 
to keep up to date with technology and daily life. Besides 
working out, music and studying, I don’t have that much 
time for other stuff, so that’s what I mostly do.” 

Gap Year. “During my gap year, I travelled a lot. I went to 
places like Hawaii, Australia and Costa Rica, which I really 
enjoyed. I couldn’t pick a favourite. It’s difficult to com-
pare them all and each has their own thing that makes 
them unique. While I was travelling in those countries, I 
surfed a lot. I really like to surf. Along with skiing, it’s my 
favourite thing to do.”

 “#368 In the category 
‘what a shame’: for the 
umpteenth time, the 
self-flushing toilet in 
the Polak building gives 
me a wet backside be-
cause it apparently felt 
I should poo faster.”

 On the Facebook page EUR 
 Confessions, anonymous is not happy 
 with the toilets in the Polak building

“Studying in the Erasmus University 
library! So glad I found a seat and what a 
lovely, motivating atmosphere”
 @hhumeyra, student at Inholland University of Applied Sciences, 
 occupies a place.

“This is literally 
my dream uni-
versity and I’m 
gonna work as 
hard as possible 
to get in.”
Fangirl @planetsnjh normally tweets about 
boy band One Direction, but she makes an 
exception this time and tweets about 
Erasmus University.

“You do great work. 38 years ago, our 
daughter was born premature at 30 weeks. 

Now a big, sturdy woman with no major 
disabilities. Now has 2 children herself. I’m 

eternally grateful to you.”

Janny Schneider van Mannekes responds to the report from the 
neonatology department at Erasmus MC in the Christmas edition of EM

 “Hm, and then 
you promise to 
sing the next 
lecture (as in: 
the entire 
lecture).....”
 Special professor @
 FerryKoster promises 
 his students a special 
 lecture. (Twitter)


